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Introduction and Objectives  

The UN Global Disability Fund (GDF) convened a high-level roundtable on the sidelines of 
the Global Disability Summit 2025 in Berlin, Germany. The event brought together 42 
Ministers and high-level representatives, including from nine programme countries, ten 
donor countries, an organization of persons with disabilities (OPD) and a network of civil 
society organizations (see Annex for full list of participants).  

The session explored and demonstrated how GDF’s new strategic direction can better 
support governments in translating their national disability inclusion commitments into 
local action. Holding the session during GDS enabled global stakeholders to engage in  
meaningful in-person exchanges.  

Participants shared their distinctive perspectives on:  

• Key priorities for governments to enhance outcomes for people with disabilities in 
their countries, especially at local level;  

• Existing systems in place to support equitable access for people with disabilities to 
essential services including health and education at local level; and  

• How disability is currently embedded in their local development plans and 
humanitarian / climate change preparedness, response and recovery strategies.  
 

 

Session Overview 

Dr. Ola Abualghaib, Director of the Fund, opened the session and presented GDF’s new 
strategic direction, emphasizing the Fund’s commitment to addressing the needs of 
persons with disabilities through: 
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• Integrated programming across climate, health, education, gender-based 
violence, financing, inclusive cities and humanitarian preparedness;  

• Innovative approaches to social protection, care and support systems, 
infrastructure, technology and resilience;  

• Policy influence and knowledge generation  to promote good practices and 
sustainable financing; and 

• Strengthening partnerships and building the capacity of organizations of persons 
with disabilities (OPDs). 

She also announced GDF’s ambitious 2025–2030 targets: 

• Operational presence in an additional 50 countries 
• Direct impact on 2.4 million people 
• Indirect policy impact on 350 million people 

 

Representatives from GDF programme countries then shared their perspectives on key 
priorities to deliver better for people with disabilities in their countries, especially at the 
local level. Diverse perspectives were shared by representatives from the Cook Islands, 
Fiji, Ghana, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Key themes emerged, 
including: 

• The critical need for inclusive disaster preparedness and response, from the policy 
level to multi-channel communications to crisis response plans, particularly given 
the unprecedented challenges presented by climate change;  

• Focused support for OPD leadership in every aspect of disability inclusion 
programming; and 

• Continued focus on mainstreaming disability inclusion into development and 
humanitarian programmes and increased investments to support this.  
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GDF donors then discussed the interventions by GDF programme countries and their 
perspectives on GDF’s new strategic direction. They expressed their appreciation for GDF’s 
new strategic direction, which aligns with many of their own strategies, and reitera ted their 
commitment to continued support for GDF and its programme countries in the coming 
years. Key collective points included:  

• Value of a coordinated approach and partnership across governments, the UN 
system and OPDs;  

• Appreciation for the perspectives of programme countries and results at the 
country level; 

• Strong support for GDF’s leadership and new strategic direction, which is in 
alignment with donor priorities and strategies on disability inclusion; and  

• Intention to continue supporting the work of GDF, including through multi -year 
financial commitments, contributing to the development of a global evidence base 
and partnering to boost global influencing for disability inclusion.  

 

 

 

Finally, representatives of GDF’s key OPD partner, the International Disability Alliance 
(IDA), and network of civil society organizations, the International Disability and 
Development Consortium (IDDC), expressed strong support for GDF’s strategy, particu larly 
its emphasis on OPD leadership and participation. They reiterated their commitment to 
strategic partnership and coordination with the Fund.  

The event concluded with a networking reception, fostering further collaboration among 
stakeholders. 
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Conclusion 

The outcomes of the discussion confirm that GDF’s new strategic direction is responsive to 
the evolving needs of persons with disabilities. With strategic input and support from its 
partners, the Fund will continue to adapt to the changing development land scape to 
ensure it fulfils its mandate to advance inclusive development and to support countries to 
achieve the goals of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).  

Looking ahead, GDF will be launching its ambitious Strategy 2025 – 2030 and a subsequent 
funding round, aiming to significantly advance progress towards achieving the full rights of 
persons with disabilities around the world. The Fund will play a visible role at key 
international milestones in the months ahead, including the 18th Conference of States 
Parties to the CRPD in June and the Second World Summit for Social Development in 
November. GDF will also partner with IDA and the 2028 GDS co-hosts to support the 
planning, implementation and follow up of the next Summit.  

For more information on GDF’s presence at the 2025 Global Disability Summit, please visit 
the GDF website. 
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http://www.globaldisabilityfund.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unprpd
https://twitter.com/unprpd
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUWCT29Uw6-Gb9m8hvFyT9A

